CHAPTER V
ARMS
(1672-1673)
npHERE are two main phases in the military career of
A John, Duke of Maryborough. In the first, which lasted
four years, he rose swiftly from ensign to colonel by his con-
duct and personal qualities and by the impression he made on
all who met him in the field. In the second, during ten cam-
paigns he commanded the main army of the Grand Alliance
with infallibility. An interval of more than a quarter of a
century separates these two heroic periods. From 1671 to
1675 he exhibited all those qualities which were regarded as
the forerunners in a regimental oflicer of the highest military
distinction. He won his way up from grade to grade by
undoubted merit and daring* But thereafter was a desert
through which he toiled and wandered. A \vlu>le generut ion
of small years intervened. He was like young men in the
Great War who rose from nothing to the head of battalions
and brigades, and then found life suddenly contract itself to
its old limits after the Armistice, His sword never rusted in
its sheath. It was found bright and sharp whenever it was
needed, at Sedgcmoor, at Walcourt, or in Ireland. There
it lay, the sword of certain victory, ready for service whenever
opportunity should come.
"Everybody agreed/'wrote Anthony Hamilton, " that the
man who was the favourite of the King's mistress and brother
to the Duke's was starting well and could not fail to make
his fortune/' But the influence of royal concubines was
not the explanation of the rise of Marlborough, That rise
was gradual, intermittent, and long, He was a professional
soldier. " And," wrote the old Duchess at the end of her life,
I think it is more Honour to rise from the lowest Step to the
greatest, than, as is the fashion now, to be Admirals without
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